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Message from the Chair:

The State of the Association

As we held our September annual meeting after our first
full year in operation, we had 77 memberships
representing 207 people. We came along way to get to
that point.

In the winter of 1999-2000, a core group began to plan for
the future of a statewide floodplain and stormwater
association. The association was conceived as away to
foster communi cation among professional swho deal with
floodplain management and/or stormwater management
from various vantage points. Among those who we
wished to include were building and code officials,
sSurveyors, engineers, contractors, consultants, planners,
environmental interests, and state and federal officials.
We envisioned an organization that could facilitate
training and professional development beyond what is
possiblerelying solely on state and federal agencies.

We had amodel: similar organizations exist in 14 other
states and in New England. Most of those are affiliated
with the nation wide Association of State Floodplain
Managers (ASFPM), which is the leading national
organization concerned with floodplain management and
related issues. ASFPM is extremely influential with the
Federa Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
ASFPM hasin recent years increasingly recognized the
importance of issues closely related to wise floodplain
management, such as management of streamsand shores,
stormwater and wetlands.

As the planning group deliberated, we came to the
conclusion that like ASFPM, we cannot focus solely on
floodplainswhileignoring stormwater. Thetwoissuesare
closely linked. Poor stormwater management and certain
upland development has increased the frequency and
severity of floods. Stormwater management is heavily
concerned with water quality protection, but floods
themselves cause some of the most serious water
pollution disasters that we face.

In September 2000, we met in Cohoes, New York to
approveaconstitution and bylawsand el ect officers. Due
to the geographical scope of New Y ork, we decided to
includeintheBoard of Directorsnineregional directorsto
cover the state from Long Island to Lake Erie.

In the past year, we worked to to build the organization.
We sent out alarge mailing to prospective members. To
our delight, many peoplejoined. And not just from large
communities and corporationswith dependabl e budgets.
Members also came from small towns where the local
floodplain administrator also wears several other hats.
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People clearly see aneed for such an Association.

With agrowing membership came new anxieties. Now we
had membersand they expected something for their dues.
So we got to work.

With the help of Long Island regional director Walter
Bundy, we hosted a Long Island Flood Form in March
2001, which included a lively discussion on FEMA’s
recent coastal erosion study.

We learned from that experience. A snowstorm earlier in
the week cut the attendance to about half of what we
expected, based on previous RSVP's. After discussion,
we decided that future events should have a modest fee
so that people feel a commitment to attend once they
register. We used that model with regional events in
November 2001 in Mt. Morris, Livingston County and at
Onondaga Community College. Thanksto the help of the
Genesee-Finger Lakes Regional Planning Board and the
Central New York Regional Planning and Development
Board, respectively, we had successful regional symposia
on successivedays. Inthecomingyear, we hopeto have
aregional event in the Binghamton area, and possibly in
one or two other parts of the state. Please contact me if
you'd like to help plan or host an event in your area.

Much of our attention in 2001 was focused on
September’ s Streamand Floodpl ai nRestorationworkshop
in Albany in September. Jon Kusler, who was one of the
founders of the ASFPM and lives in the Albany area,
approached us about hosting the Northeastern regional
stream restoration workshop. ASFPM has an EPA grant
to run 6 such workshops around the nation. We hosted
the Northeastern one, which proved to be extremely
successful, with over 120 attendees and extremely
informative sessions.
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In the past year, we also hosted a two-day coastal
construction workshop in Long Island, covering
major points from FEMA’s newly revised three-
volume coastal construction manual. We hope to
host follow up coastal construction workshops
geared towards architects.

We finished the paperwork in December to achieve
our not-for-profit status.

With all that, it was avery busy 2001. But we have
many challenges ahead. We need to do more. We
need to take advantage of the power of the Internet.
Weformed ane-mail list-serv, but it hasnot been well
utilized. We'll give it another try, so that members
can ask questions and give advice to other members.

With Joe Kudirka's (New York City area regional
director) help, we devel oped the beginnings of aweb
page, but have not yet gotten it posted. We will.

One thing that people expect from an organization
such asthisisanewsletter. AsChair, I’ vediscovered
just how difficultitisto produce aroutine newsl etter.
With JessicaBreiten’ s(regional director for Region 6:
Herkimer-Oneida) help, we did put one very nice
looking newsletter together last spring.

We need to regularly produce newsletters. Some
members have been generous with articles. We also
need people who would regularly collect articles,
update the calendar, and format the newsl etter.

We need to populate and activate a committee
structure. Standing committees include Stormwater,
Audit, Floodplain Management, Coastal issues,
Legislative, Newsletter, Nominations and
Membership, and Education and Certification. Let us
know your choices.

We hope to provide a Certified Floodplain Manager
exan. The ASFPM and FEMA have jointly
developed a certification exam. We can either offer it
asis, or edit it for New York. We also need to offer
more floodplain management training so that
floodplain administrators and consultants in New
Y ork are prepared to take and pass the exam.

Other areas of development could includeaspeakers
bureau and display materials for use at other
organizations' events.

I’'m sensitive to the problems faced by all volunteer
organizations. We need active members to be
successful. A new member may be intimidated if we

immediately bombard him or her with expectations.
| alsoredlizethat people are very busy. Every little
bit helps.

So please volunteer. Thisgroup will only get better
with your help. Join a committee that suits your
knowledge and interest. Help with eventsin your
area. If you havea skill that we could use, such as
webdesign, writing and editing, graphicarts, desktop
publishing, public speaking, display design,
marketing, or just plainenthusiasm, please offer some
help. Use your particular expertise to help us do
better outreach. Help us to coordinate with other
professional organizations that you belong to.

| gives me agreat deal of pridetosee NY SFSMA get
off theground. But it'snot MY association. Please
help to make it YOUR association.

Bill Nechamen
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Remember!

Renew your M ember ship!

Public Buildings
M ust have Flood | nsurance

All public buildings in a Special Flood Hazard Area
have been required to carry flood insurance since
1989 under the Stafford Act. ThereisNO "freebite"
of disaster assistance for publicly owned buildings.
Only a State may be a self-insurer (and New York is
an approved self-insurer). In the event of a
Presidential Declaration of Disaster, the public
assistance grant program treats all insurable
structures that are damaged by flood asthoughthey
were insured to the value of the building or carried
the maximum amount available ($500,000), whichever
isless. Public assistanceisunavailablefor up tothe

maximuminsured value of apublicly owned building.




Schoharie County Flood Awareness I nitiatives
By ShaneNickle
Schoharie County Planning Board

Tointensify acurrent flood awarenessinitiative, Schoharie County
recently erected 61 “ Flood Zone Regulationsin Effect” signs near
FEMA mapped floodplains throughout the County to encourage
the publicto ask government officialsand realtorsabout floodplain
boundaries and regulations. The County Planning Department and
County Emergency M anagement Officechosesignlocationsbased
on areview of the County’ sfloodplains. When appropriate, signs
were placed at municipal boundariesor onwell-traveled roadsclose
to a floodplain boundary. Shortly after installing the signs, the
County Planning and Development Agency received several
questions about floodplains and flood damage prevention laws.
Residents al so asked where copies of Flood Insurance Rate M aps
could be viewed.

The New York Department of Environmental Conservation
(NYDEC) and the Schoharie County Community Action Program
provided funding for the signs and installation was provided by
the County Department of Public Worksand New Y ork Department
of Transportation.
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T_his sign, located in the Village of Cobleskill near Cobleskill
Creek floodplain, isone of 61 signs posted throughout Schoharie

County to increase public awareness of floodplains.

The signsfamiliarize the public with floodplains, which will aid the
County in implementing an early flood warning system with
assistance from the New York State Emergency Management
Office, the Federal Emergency Management Agency and NY DEC.
Schoharie County’s flood warning system utilizes 911 data and
accurate flood plain mapping. A full-scale test of the system will
occur in the spring of 2002. Before the test, County Emergency
Management and County Planning will produce and distribute
educational pamphlets and a video as well as conduct training
sessions informing the public of the danger of floods, how the
early flood warning system works, and how to mitigate flood
damages.

West Kill Flood Mitigation Project
by Rene Van Schaak
Green County Soil and Water Conservation District

The West Kill Stream in the southwest corner of Greene County
has along history as a prime trout stream. A favorite subject of
noted fisheries author Art Flick, in more recent yearsthe West Kill
has been the unfortunate victim of ravaging flood. While the
Catskills have been noted for their violent floods for as long as
mankind had inhabited the mountains, more recent eventsin 1987,
1996 and 1999 have really impacted the stream corridor.

In April 1987, amajor spring flood (the same event that collapsed
the Thruway Bridgelower inthewatershed) resultedin closetotwo
milliondollarsin damageto publicinfrastructure. The January 1996
rain on snow event inthe Catskills caused an additional twomillion
in damage. Much of therepair work completed after theflood failed
asaresult of Tropical Storm Floyd in September 1999. In both of
the more recent floods, damages were primarily in the form of
collapsed bridges and extreme stream bank failure which damaged
the adjacent county highway. The Greene County Soil & Water
Conservation District hasbeenmonitoring theWest Kill since 1989,
and has seen the stream system quickly deteriorate.

At the present time, long sections of the stream corridor are highly
unstable. One of the primary problems is down cutting, or
entrenchment of the streaminto deep clay layersin the streambed.
As the stream down cuts, flood flows no longer access the
adjoining floodplain, stream velocities increase significantly and
the erosive forces accelerate. In the past two flood events, down
cutting of the stream has resulted in geotechnical failures of the
streambanks which have in turn resulted in the single access road
into the valley being damaged beyond use.

After the Tropical Storm Floyd disaster in September 1999, the
District submitted a$325,000 applicationto SEMO/FEMA under the
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program to stabilize approximately two

miles of stream which is endangering public infrastructure. The

project will restore a stable stream morphology and stabilize the

streambanks in the project reaches. The project will also provide

great secondary benefits by establishng a healthy riparian buffer

along the stream, restoring fisheries habitat and eliminating a
chronic water quality problem associated with turbidity from the

exposed clays.

Project partnersincludethe Town of Lexington, Greene County and
New Y ork City Department of Environmental Protection.

FEMA has approved the District’ s project design. Constructionis
scheduled for summer 2002. The District hasbeenworking for over
3 years with a technical advisory committee including NY SDEC,
NYCDEP, USFWSand the ACOE. All of these agencies support
the project and its goals. The District is excited by the prospect of
being able to demonstrate to FEMA that mitigation of riverine
flooding problemscan bedoneusing methodol ogi eswhich provide
collateral environmental benefits.



Flood Mapping Cor ner
By Scott Braymer, P.E.
NY SDEC Bureau of Flood Protection

This isthefirst in acontinuing series of articles on the Flood Map
Modernization Program (MMP) in New York State. NYSDEC has
contracted with the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) as a Cooperating Technical Partner (CTP) for the restudy
of flood hazard areas (FHA s) within the state on awatershed basis.
The goal of this processis, at aminimum, to restudy those FHAS
that are shown on the current flood maps. Additional flood prone
areas may also be studied as requested by each community.
Restudy and map issuance is in accordance with the following
general process:

. M eetings are held with the communitiesin the watershed
to establish a comprehensive watershed priority list.

. Floodplains within the watershed are studied utilizing
improved topographic information, and state-of-the-art
hydrologic and hydraulic techniques. Topographic
information utilizesLIDAR (Light Detectionand Ranging)
technology, which provides highly accurate vertical
ground €elevation data of better than 15 centimeters
vertical and two meters horizontal.

. FEMA issues Flood Insurance Studies (FIS) and Flood
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM ) for each community within
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the watershed. The FEMA maps provide the regulatory
standard for the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP).

. Concurrently, New York State issues new “Floodplain
Management” maps, which are based on the same
analyses, but include different information such as flood
inundation contours. The Floodplain Management maps
arein color, in both paper and digital media.

Both sets of maps are plotted on an orthophoto base map, which
shows features such as individual structures. The new mapping
features will provide communitieswith much amore powerful flood
mitigation planning tool.

The following watersheds are currently in the remapping pipeline:

Schoharie Creek, Schoharie Co.

Seneca River, Cayuga Co.

Fall Creek, Tompkins Co.

Seneca River, Onondaga Co.

Fishkill Creek, Dutchess Co.

Ausable and Bocquet Rivers, Essex Co.
NY C Watershed, Delaware and Greene Co.’s

Once work is started, the remapping of an entire waterhed takes
about three years to complete, as opposed to the five-year cycle
that was traditionally expected for remapping an individual
community. Schoharie Creek wasthefirst watershedtobeincluded
in the program, and is
a prototype for the
process.

|

Preliminary maps for
Schoharie County will
beissuedin Marchfor
review and comment
by community
officials.

. Watch for further
information on NYS's
Map Modernization
Program in future
£° newsletters.

Questions and
comments on the
MMP can be directed
to the author at (518)
402-8145.

L

Sample Image from New York State Floodplain Management Map
NOTE: Color image shows flood depth contours
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NY S DEC Releases Stormwater Design Manual
By Shohreh Karimipour
NYSDEC

The New York State Department of Environmental
New York State Conservation released the final version of the New Y ork
State Stormwater Design Manual in October 2001. This
document, which is prepared by the Center for Watershed
Protection, provides standards for the design of the
Stormwater Management Practices for protecting the
waters of the State of New Y ork fromthe adverse impacts
COctober 2001 of urban stormwater runoff.

Stormwater
Management
Design Manual

Thismanual will be akey component of the Phase Il State
Pollution Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) general

Prapared by permit for stormwater runoff from construction activities
A ioe aelerie o PRl fromall sizes of disturbance. This manual is intended to
ElRo ity MO 21045 establish specifications and uniform criteria for the
practices that are part of aStormwater Pollution Prevention
e Plan (SWPPP). The document is intended primarily for
Cibgpariisikit B e 361 Consarvaiion engineers and other professionals who are engaged in the
Il M design of stormwater treatment facilities for new
developments.
.
~—

The New York State Stormwater Management Design
Manual may be purchased in paper format and CD fromthe
Empire State Chapter Soil and Water Conservation Society.
This document is also available at DEC's Stormwater Web
site. To obtain an order form or download themanual visit:
http://internal/home/dow/bwp/swmanual/swmanual.html.
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Regional Symposia Successin Rochester and Syracuse
Stephanie Harrington, Central New York Regional Planning and Development Board
Dave Zorn, Genesee/Finger Lakes Regional Planning Council

Regional Floodplain and Stormwater M anagement Symposia were held in the Rochester and Syracuse areasin November. The symposia
were coordinated by the Central New Y ork Regional Planning and Development Board (CNY RPDB) and Genesee/Finger Lakes Regional
Planning Council (G/FLRPC), who acted asco-hostswiththe NY SFloodplain and Stormwater M anagers A ssoci ation (Association) andNY S
Department of Environmental Conservation (NY S DEC) Regions 7 and 8.

The full-day events promoted widespread awareness of local floodplain and stormwater management issues. Presentations and panel
discussions featured speakers fromthe NY SDEC, NY S Department of State, NY S Canal Corporation, County Soil and Water Conservation
Districts, planning departments and stormwater coalitions, the National Flood Insurance Program, and several local private companies.
Information was provided about local and regional issues and approaches to stormwater and floodplain management, consequences of
mismanagement, and regulations at the state and national level.

Two key goalsof thesymposiawere outreach to themunicipal level and education about theintegral link between floodplainand stormwater
management. Based on questionsfiel ded, the Syracuse symposium concluded that more education is needed about municipal requirements
underthe SPDES Phase |l Stormwater Regulations, aswell ason how Phasel| regul ationsrel ate to benefit districtsfor managing stormwater.
The Rochester workshop identified the education of local decision makersasessential because municipal officialsareultimately responsible
for making land use decisions.

Both symposiawere well attended and well received. The Association is looking to hold additional regional symposia around the state,
and will continue seeking assistance from members of the NY S Association of Regional Councilsto co-host and organize these events.
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2nd National Floodproofing Conference
March 25-29, 2002

Thefull information and registration formsarenow availableonline
for the 2nd triennial National Floodproofing Conference "Spring
Training” in Tampa, Florida March 25-29, 2002. Go to
www.floods.org/Tampawhere you will also find quick clicksto the
exhibitorsinformation and related activities. Be sure to check this
page again for updates over the coming weeks! This 3-day
conference will include exhibits, a technical field tour and side
training workshops in addition to the regular program, and will
showcase the state-of-the-art in programs, floodproofing
applications, materials, services, equipment, accessories and
techniques to accomplish flood mitigation through floodproofing.
Join your peers in Tampa for some SPRING TRAINING and hear
how regional, state, local and federal officials and their partners
successfully integrate engineering, planning, parks and
environmental protection all over the U.S. to prepare for a better,
sustainable future. Sponsored by ASFPM, FEMA Region 1V, the
Corps of Engineers-National Floodproofing Committee and the
Florida Department of Community Affairs, it is modeled after the
first national floodproofing conference held in February 1999.

4 ASFPM National Conference

Phoenix AZ
June 23-28, 2002

Planning is well underway for the Association of State
Floodplain Managers' 26th national conference, Breaking
the Cycle of Repetitive Flood L oss, at the Hyatt Regency
Phoenix, June23-28, 2002. Theteamisvery busy finalizing
plansfor the program, various events and sponsors, and
working to get the full brochure to print by the end of
January. Besides the full technical program, various
topical training workshopsaswell asFPM 101 and 201 will
be offered on Sunday, Wednesday and Friday. Technical
field tours will be conducted Sunday and Wednesday
mornings, with the national Awards Luncheon on
Thursday. There are some changes in the traditional
schedule pattern, so it is extremely important that you
previewthe agendabefore making your travel plans! L ook
for information and the full brochure on the ASFPM
website at www.floods.org/Phoenix.

Elevation Certificate Training for Surveyors
Now Online

Certifying building elevations on the Federa Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) Elevation Certificate just became
a lot easier, thanks to a new web-based training module
developed for land surveyors, engineers, and architects.

The Surveyor’s Guide to the Elevation Certificate is a new
tutorial available through the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) website hosted by FEMA. The NFIP website,
http://www.fema.gov/nfip,providesinformationaboutal | aspects
of floodplain management and flood insurance.

AfteraccessingtheNFIPwebsite, visitorscan select“ Surveyors’
under “ Audience Type” to view the tutorial for surveyors. The
surveyor’ stutorial also can assist the community officials who
monitor compliance with the elevation requirements of their
communities’ floodplain ordinances.

It takes about half an hour to browse through the new tutorial.
At the home page of the Surveyor’s Guide to the Elevation
certificate, visitors view a short introduction to the elevation
certificate and then click on three section tabs to move around
thesite.

. Clicking on the “Elevation Certificate” tab alows
visitors to view and download an electronic copy of the
EC along with instructions for completing it.

. Clicking onthe* Surveyor Video” tab opensavideo that
briefly describes the process a surveyor follows to
establish abuilding’ s elevation points.

. Clickingonthe*Bldg. Diagrams & Photos’ tab displays
a series of eight sample building diagrams and
representative photos. This section of the tutorial is
designed to show surveyors, engineers, and architects
where to take the necessary el evation measurementsfor
each building diagram.

Navigation tools at the bottom of each pageprovideinformation
not only for how to move around within the tutorial and how to
use each section most effectively, but also how to e-mail
guestionsor commentsdirectly to elevation certificate specialists
at FEMA.

For more information about the new Surveyor’s Guide to the
Elevation Certificate training module, visit
http://nfip.kevric.com/ecsurveyor/.  With questions about
completing the elevation certificate, contract FEMA’s regional
officein New Y ork City or DEC's state NFIP coordinator or your
regional DEC floodplain coordinator.

Reprinted with permission from “News & Views’ by the
Association of State Floodplain Managers, Inc.



A Calendar of Stormwater Events is available on the NYS DEC B ‘ Bz

website at http://www.dec.state.ny.us’website/dow/calendar.html. = & 3 A R LR =
i E.4 Foead  Sosnl I‘T.l.' S T YR T h ‘Ti! Sdsia AT e
Gl oo B ke [l A s g e e sbnda =] Tl —ckided

February27-Mar 1, Fifth National Mitigation Banking Conference,
Washington, DC, The Terrene Institute,
http://www.terrene.org/mitigation_banking.htm, Contact: Terrene
Ingtitute at (703) 548-5473 or 1-800-726-4853, terrinst@aol .com.
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February 24-27, 2002, Solutionsto Coastal Disasters Conference Clalendar of Siormwater Frenis
2002, San Diego, CA. The Association of State Floodplain 2002

M anagers,the American Society of Civil Engineers, the Coastal Zone
Foundation, the Coastal States Organization, the Association of
Coastal Engineers, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, www.coastal.ca.gov/cdsolutions/. Contact Mark
Mauriello, ASFPM Coastd Committee Chair, 609-292-2662,
mmauriel @dep.state.nj.us.
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March 25-29, 2002 National Floodproofing Conferencell, Tampa, ==
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Florida. ASFPM, FEMA Region IV, U.S. Army Corpsof Engineers- : : = ~
National Floodproofing Committee, State of Florida-Dept. of Community Affairs. Information on the ASFPM website: www.floods.org.

April 25, 2002: Introduction to the National Flood Insurance Program, Albany, NY, NYS DEC, Floodplain Management Section, 625
Broadway, Albany. For code officials, building officials, planners and other people who need to know about floodplain development
requirements. Contact Bill Nechamen, 518-402-8146, wsnecham@gw.dec.state.ny.us.

April 25,2002: National Flood I nsuranceW or kshop for I nsuranceAgents, Albany, NY, sponsored by the Federal Emergency M anagement
Agency, Contact Melanie Graham, 732-603-3875. (Note: Both April 25 workshopswill beat NY SDEC headquartersin Albany. The NFIP
intro workshop will be in the morning and the Insurance Agent workshop will be in the afternoon.)

May13-15,2002,Coastal Water Resour ces, New Orleans, L A, The American Water Resources Association, contact AWRA Headquarters
at pat@awra.org or phone 540-687-8390.

May 19-22, 2002, National Flood Conference, New Orleans, LA, The Federal Emergency Management Agency, National Flood Insurance
Program, Contact Catherine King, 301-918-1471, catherine.king@fema.gov.

June 6-7, 2002, the Humane Metropolis. People and Nature in the 21st Century City, New York City, A Symposium to Celebrate and
ContinuetheWork of WilliamH. Whyte, New Y ork University L aw School Auditorium (at Washington Square), Organi zed by the Ecol ogical
Cities Project, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, www.umass.edu/ecol ogicalcities. Contact ecol ogical cities@cas.umass.edu.

June 23-28, 2002 Breaking the Cycle of Repetitive Flood L oss, Phoenix, AZ, ASFPM’s annual national conference, ASFPM, Arizona
Floodplain Managers Association, and numerous other partners. The full brochure is available on the ASFPM website: www.floods.org.

August 26-30, 2002, World Congress on Disaster Reduction, Washington, DC, American Society of Civil Engineers,
http://www.asce.org/conferences/disaster2002/. Contact Walter Hayes, 703-295-6054, whays@asce.org, or Michael Cassaro,
macass@aye.net.

September 8-11, 2002, Dam Safety, Tampa, FL, Association of State Dam Safety Officials, 859-257-5140, info@damsafety.org.

October 23-25, 2002, 2002 Applied Geography Conference, Binghamton, NY, including sessions on hazards, environmental issues and
related applicationsand techniques, contact Burrell Montz (NY SFSMA member), 607-777-2615, bmontz@binghamton.edu,or GrahamTobin,
813-974-4932, gtobin@chumal .cas.usf.edu.

May 11-16, 2003 ASFPM’ sannual national confer ence, St. L ouis,M O. Sponsored by ASFPM, Missouri Floodplain Managers Association
and lllinois Association for Floodplain and Stormwater Management.
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Become a Mem ber !

of the :

NEW YORK STATE ASSOCIATION OF ;
FLOODPLAIN AND STORMWATER MANAGERS |

----- MEMBERSHIP FORM - -----

O Individual Member ($30) O Professional Member* ($100)
O Student Member ($15) O Associate Member* ($250)
OO0 Organizational Member* ($50) [ Sponsoring Member* ($500)

* These member ships may include up to 10 representatives from the member organization

NAME:

COMPANY/AGENCY:

ADDRESS:

CITY/ STATE/ ZIP:

PHONE: FAX:
E-MAIL: :
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $ Mail To: NYSAFSMA, PO Box 1673, Albany, NY 12201-1673 ,

New York Sate Floodplain and Stormwater
M anager s Asodiation

PO. Box 1673

Albany, New York 12201-1673



